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farce plain c one jo 

1025 Vith when I delivered! it, is a- 
mong the many proofs you have given 
me of your pred thn which has been 
no mall encouragement 20. in my 
miniſtrations among you: your 
nding it for the preſs, 12 
ur diſpoſal, SONS 3 
narticular view to your ſervice. 
Buch as it is, to whom then could 1 
© more properly inſcribe it? It is to be 
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things * you: He reſts 
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hoped that neither you, nor I, ſhall 
think of the ſad occaſio 
ing duly humbled 
| hand; and laying to our hearts the 


on, without be- 
under God's mughty. 


lite awful. diſpenſation of his provi- | 


dence, You have loſt a zealous, uſe- 


ful, kilful, laborious, faithful miner ; 
one by whom God has done. great 
from his la- 
bours, Has finiſhed his courſe; is mow 
eating bread in the kingdom of heaven : 
and you are as ſheep without a ſhep- 


herd. By that ſtroke have I 1 


reaved of a moſt tender and Ready 
friend. Yes, the common cauſe of 
Chriſtianity among us, has loſt an ad. 
vocate, in this evil day; one not only 
apt to teach, but able to convince: gain 
ſayers. If when ſo many burning and 
. g lights are put out, one after 
another, God is not acknowledged, if 
- we refuſe tohearken to the voice of his 
rod, this ſhould be reckoned among 
the worſt tokens that can be upon us: 
"itt a ig that he i Is about to a” 
; | SR n 
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: ee ky God dgpareſrm! 

_ 1] bope- better things of you, tho" I 
Abus ſpeak:: baton beſt di- 
ſpoſed, do need to be flirred up byway 


of remembrauce. Do not ſorrow like men 
_ without. hope; tho the veſſels of the 
ſanctuary be broken to pieces, yet God 
lives, and his word endureth for ever. 
He will take care of his Church, 200 
Has bought it with his ownblood ; to pro— 
vide for it paſtors. after his oum heart: 
and ſhe cannot be in better hands. If 
70 would. honour God -who ſimites, 
and regularly expreſs your reſpect to 
the memory of the deceas d, live the 
doctrines he preached; imitate what 
Was ſo A eee in his example: 
let heaven be more frequently in your 


thoughts, and the views you take of it, 


more entertaining, as you ſhall meet 
with ſuch deſireable company there. 

That God would make up the late 
breach upon you, by granting a more 
abundant ſupply of the ſpirit of Jeſus 
Chrift t. to him who ſhall Kal. in the 
8 ea paſtoral 
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paſtora d bere; chat he won 
ſeaſe to Wo ES 0 Har- 


manner of tonverſativr, which reflects 
o much honour on the chriſtian 
name; chat he. would more than ever 
proſper the temainin 


Hers: ſtill par 
Hands in the notes: ways rod, an 
meet in that blefled id, where 55 
ſpirits of juſt men are perfect, and fo 


titted both for ĩts wor# and its war l. . 


Ji Theſe are, and ſhall be che k 
Peper of, © 


wy - . 
. - 
- 


= hl: e fond, "eee 
| Pe”. Lak moſt. 2 oY * 


3 rains: 
| 'D 


Gre +1, M2, > 
181 76. x 1727. Veep 7 2 Jags Wooy. 


ſome years, 4 


Vd more bighly emed him living, nouc 


Fat 


in 1 Nui af LM 3 * Aach 


| | 11 ; 
210 9 ln. we 7 nn GET TOS £910 14720] 
1. ; 01 ne 11555 
ae 175 5 N 
N I UL cy 180 $- e 2 


farm d 

| ee . 12 55 15 Es 55 Gu, 

22 WO hatie: had our vorr00)/00i0n in vg - 
, world, and hore abi MA 4 you 


2711 28 7 AY | 
- har Fac) 10 voſt! 0 2 vg 2.495 1013 


5 Or zom v0 £) Heyy 18 vifhigitn | 


ppear' mu this 9p homo t Bed 
Yee aff 108, & by LN ESLN ing requeſt of 


Tyour Rare rend. and faithful paſtor 
22 whom 5 Bake fri inthe, Apel for 
16 e with bis fi Had 

ine 0 objeQio; dmitted,. had I been 
owed to fo o mine own, inclinations; 
another would haye had. this province; more 
al to it; tho" it could haye fal'n to none 


to dchom his memory, is more Meciont. + 
"op een his own chocſing; he FR 
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E * J ; 
theſc words Were a juſt yeh of his 
Wha? b . 
as truly Iepre cated his ex * 

* lie nc. 


ed him under the ungrateful uſage he 
met with from the world ;. and. in the laſt ex- 
tremity there was no abatement of his confi- 
dence. As be beld faſt his integrity.to. the, 
death, ſo he went in the quiet poſſeſſion of 
that.peace which is the fruit of righteouſneſs, 
out of this world, into the bettet one, where 
the Jos a are full, and the r everlaſt- 
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** us enquire; how mis paige _— 
connected with the co 

It is granted that a 8 aut} or r of 
this epiſtle, by the bleſſing of God upon his 
miniſtry at Corinth, (a city infamous to a 
proverb for the moſt deteſtable vice ©) there- 
was a chureh form; one of conliderabl 
note and figure. Some time after his 927 


Le 


ture therice,” he wrote his r x/t -epiſtle, 91 


vers! d/orirh whith had [got i amon 

Ge during his abſence, He, had, 571 
ſome hints in it, of Mis deſigi ſigning to Viſit 
them in perſon; but being tained longer, 
han He expected in . , he ſends, 
them a ſechud letter. Among other reaſon 

inducing im fo it this was « le, viz. there 
was ſprung up a ſet of men, who bent thei r 


benguer like * bows for hes,” but were 
not 


wot vnſium 1 1 rhe tru ow the 15 Js 
theſe mean ſpirited creatures agreed to de- 
fame the apoſile, to leſſen his inteteſt among 
the people, and in conſequence his capacity 
for ſervice. They made an handle of his 
not having kept his appointment with his old 
friends at Corinth: inſinuating as if he were 
little to be regarded, who had made ſo light 
a matter of his Word. This was one, tho 
not the only head of ſcandal on which they 
_ dwelt. Paul knowing the caſe, defends his 
character; aſſures the Corinthians that his 
ſtay was from neceſſity, not of choice; that 
it was occaſion'd by hs multiplicity of his 
ſufferings for the ſake of the goſpel, and not 
as had been ſuggeſted, the effect of ve. 
tion or leuity of mind. _ Y 
He claims a remembrance in their ay- 
ers; tells them they needed not to be ſhy in 
recommending him to God; ſince he who 
knew every heart, knew his integrity ; that 
he continued to be the ſame plain, upright 
man ſince he had left them, which they in 
their conſciences judg'd him to be, while he 
was among them. He is not afraid peremp- 
torily to aſſert, that this fill'd him with Joy 
under all the miſconſtruckions of an al na- | 
turd world. 
Our rejoicing is this, the teſtimon 4 Ae of oi 
ronſtience, chat in ſamplicit y and 3575 


rity, not with fleſhly wiſdom, but the 
grace of of God, we have had onr converſation 
B in 


* * « - 
c 


in the Worla, and. more Aa et ns 


CJ. 


wards. 

We ſhall keep within the apoſtle's. deſig a 
in theſe words, if we cloſely purſue the 10 
. propoſitions. 


ay All who profeſs to be Chriſtians, ſuch 

eſpecially who bear the character of 
the miniſters of Chriſt, ſhould be per- 

ſons eminent for ſi , and Sach | 
ſincerit j. 

II. This / implicity, and # Facerity, muſt run 
through every part of life; mingle 
with all our actions, and e een 
in it. 

III. Our being thus principl a, or our 
having this bent of mind, is properly 

within the cognizance of conſcience. 

IV. Conſcience rightly inform'd, report- 
ing this to be our true character, we 
ſhould look upon it as an evidence of 
the grace of God. in us; and improve 
it as a reaſon for our abundant re- 


f » 


oicing. 

When we have diſtinctiy conſidered theſe 
heads, in a doctrinal way, you will be pre- 
parcd for the deſign d application, and prac- 
tical improvement of them. 

I. All who call themſelves Cbriſtians, 
eſpecially ſuch who are dignify'd with the 
title of Chriſt's miniſters, ſhould be perſons 
eminent 
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eminent for /mplicity," and godly fncerity. 
Iſraelites indeed, in whom there is no known 
c 
Whoever nameth thi name of Chriſt, is 
charg'd.to depart from iniquity of every fort*: 
and diſimulation in our carriage, either to 
God, or men, is not to be reckoned among 
the leaſt of ſins. As far as this is indulged, 
we walk contrary to him who is the God of 
truth :\\cannot be ſaid to imitate Chriſt's ex- 
ample, or tread in his ſteps, of whom'it 
was 'propheſy'd, that he ſhould do no vio- 
lence, neither ſhould any deceit be found in 
The higher the poſt we hold in his houſe, 
the more diſtinguiſnd the engagement we 
are under to him, the more ſhould we ſhitic in 
every inſtance, whereby glory may be 
brought to God; and without arrogating 
too much, we may ſay, that his embaſſa- 
dors, and ſuch who are the ftewwards of his 
manifold grace, are at leaſt under ſpecial 
obligations to him: they ſhould therefore of 
all men, be tender that no*diſhotiour be 
reflected on the name, or caufe, of the 
Lord whom they ſerve, on their account; 
and you wilt acknowledge, that both dô 
ſuffer, when there is ground for obſerving 
of a miniſter that he is a man of artifice 
and deſjen ; one not in reality what he 
would have men take him to be. This 
2 Ifai. Iii. 9. * e eee 
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will ſtumble good men, and be the means 
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of confirming bad ones in their impiety. 
Pity it is, that there ſhould be any whom 


this charge might reach, without bringing 
25 ainſt them à railimg accuſation ! any whom 


ly wiſdom ——.— while they would 
appear to be actuated by the powers of the 
world to come c. all ſuch, by Whatever party 


names they are diſtinguiſhed, do diſſervice 


to religion, which cannot ſullicicatly be 1 
mented. 

A 2 \malded and fore as the Dt 
apoſtle Paul s, is a rare thing, in a world 
which lies in wickedneſs. Our Lord ſpoke 
of Nathaniel with a. ſort of glerying, to 
ſhew. us that truth in the inner parts, Was a 
fight moſt pleaſing to him: and he recom- 
mended him as an inſtance of generous in- 
tegrity, which was not to be met with eve- 
ry day. Behold an Iſraelite, &c. The ſcrip- 
tures mean the ſame thing with this ſimpli- 
city, and ſincerity, by uprightneſs : and as if 


this term did convey the moſt raiſed and 
honourable Idea, which the mind could re- 


ceive of human nature in its preſent ſtate, 
uprightneſs, and perfection, are uſed mi- 
cuouſly, as words of the ſame. import. 

We may take a more diſtinct view of this | 
excellent, and laudible temper which the 
text mentions, Anger my two e r 


o Job i. 1. Job ii. 3. | ae] 6s f 11 
$ © 4 17 He 


. 

my He ho has the fin and fuer 
* refett d to, is ont — ay 
with Cad, in the matters which lie more 
immediately between him and the ou. He 
muſt, in conſequence, be not only reformed, 
but renewed in the ſpirit of his mind; onr 
out of whom, the: hears of fone! is ralem, 
and to whom: God! has giutn an heart" 
#efb. + One whoſe: governing motives | 
duty, are a ſacred rrgard to the divine Au- 
thority, and a belicviog reſpect to the t- 
Suiſhes this charaftce from the new moderd 
notion of fincerity; to which nothing of 
God's ſpecial grace is required; for a ſincete 
_ [Mahometan ſtands npon as good n foot, in 
reference to acceptance with God, as the 
moſt ſincere Chum, if our modern divi- 
nity may be depended upon, pv an article 
of this moment and importance. But this 
is not the only inſtance, in hich under 
the pretext of free enquity, and new light, 
a run has been made upon our oom mon 
faith. He muſt have a new nature, Who is 
uprighit before God (or in his fight) in mat- 
ters purely religious; one paſſed from death 


to 52 ſuch goad fruit is never „Len, © 
grow on 4 corrupt tree, 


I deſign no more than a general ach 

under this head. Therefore, 
zaly, He to whom the pr in the 
text is applicable, is one between the ſen- 
ti ments 
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timents of whoſe mind, and the language 
of his lips, there is the ſtricteſt een 
in what he has to do with the world. 
One whomthe grace of God which brings 
—— has taught better, than to ap- 
prove the low arts, and mean cunning; 


which influence baſer minds; and would 


J abhor the practice, could he moſt ſucceſsful - 


ly deceive. He is an open man, fair, and 
undiſguiſed; and tho to maintain this cha- 
racter, he is not obliged to tell every one 
Who asks, the ſecrets of his heart, (for pru- 
dence is conſiſtent with the moſt ſevere fe- 
cerity) yet believing he ſhould uſe words 
as a deſcription of his thoughts, he dares 
not ſay one thing, ne he intends ano- 
-ther.. W's: 5. G3) 330291 
- This is a Fault fo modiſh;. A firain ſo or- 
dinarily expected, that many with whom 
we converſe, would believe themſelves ill 
uſed if we did not ſpeak of them, and car- 
ry to them, beyond what is to be mr 
the ſtrict rules of godly ſincerii m. 
The text mentions the licity 4 
ſmeerity of God e, becauſe the temper here 
deſcribed is what God s; what he 
produces; what he highly commends; and 
what he has promiſed here, _ hereafter 


reward. 
erity (or the Gncerity of 


It is godly fine 
of God) as thoſe who excel in it have here- 


un eons SHOE Has 2+ * 
in 


L 
in an evidence, of their being e you 
above, and OSA IPA. M. 


II Propokition, This Cnaplicity arid fins 
rity, muſt run thro every part of life, mingle 


with all our actions, and management in it. 
This has been hinted in a more generai way, 
we will now give this thought 4 a more © parti- : 


cular diſcuſſion. 

The apoſtle would have had Qeniller 
grounds of rejoicing, if this or that parti- 
cular only, in civil, or religious, in more 
private, or ſocial life, did appear upon re- 
flection, to have been done in integrity; 
while ten thouſand more were the inſtances, 
for which his Heart might condemn him, as 
à double minded man : it was his ſincerity's 
prevailing thro' the whole courſe of his can- 
verſation, in every change and condition of 
life, at all times, in all company, whether 
he had to do with God, or men, that fed his 
mind with a lively plenturns under his out- 
ward ſufferings. 


» 


As a miniſter, he told the Criuthiens, 


that he renounced the hidden things of aif- 
honeſty, and as he walked not in craftineſs, 
neither did he handle the word of God de- 
ceitfully ; but by manifeſtation of the truth, 
commended himſelf to every man's conſcience. 4 

And how much to their credit was the ap- 


peal he lodged, with thoſe at Thefſalonica ? 


* 2 Cor. iv. 2. W 
hen 


"7: 1 6 1. 
When of himſelf and fellow laboùrers "Sk 
las, and Timotheus, he ſays our-oxtbovt ations 


were not in deceit, nor in r but as e 
were allowed of Gd to be put i Truſt} with 
the Goſpel,- even ſa we ſpake, mot as plta- 
Sſog man, but God who tries our hearts: fiel. 
ther at .any time uſed we — 
Jeknow, nor à cloak of covetonſneſs;' as God 
can witneſs : a we glory of men 

They 4 not with fleſh and bleed; 
did not carry on the cauſe they undertook 
with carnal ' W#GPONS, ſquare their conduct, 
by the maxims of this world's policy: tho 
with. concern he lets them know, there 
were: ſome who paſſed for Chriſts iniſter s, 
of whom this was not true. M are not as 
many (ſays he) who corrupt the word of God 
Who making a trade of their miniſtry, will 
frame ! ſermons to the taſte of their 
auditory, however vitiated; if we thus pleaſed 
men, we could not be the fervants of Chriſt) 
but wWe acted ſincerely, for in the fight of 
| God, ſpake we in Chriſt.* g. d. We preach+ 
ed as thoſe! who were accountable- at an 
higher bar than yours; and were principally 
careful that things might fMuc well; in — 
awful diſcriminating day. 

_ Godly miniſters may de beodght wade 
a. neceſſity. of enlarging in their own com- 
mendation, beyond what they would chooſe. 


This farce is ſometimes laid upon them by 


® x The ii. 3, 4, 5,6.  * 2 Gr. . 2 
Mail JA the 


be who is not faithful, to the beſt of his 


7 

8 4 17 = OY 
the Danders. of licentious.. tongues: when 
that is the. caſe, it is-not only lat to do 
cis bx. it is matter of dur. Reputation 

e next dear thing to i. I mention 
this, leſt one ſo —.—— for modeſty and 
4% as. it is certain the ' Pant 
Was, ſhould: for. theſe ſpeeches of his, be 
FT cenſured, as one 700 ful of "bins. 
Tou ſce, that his uprightneſs,: and ruth; 
not leave him when he came to con- 
verſe with the world: he was not one thing 
in the pulpit, and another out of it. He 
elſewhere aſſures us, that herein he exerciſed 
himſelf, to have always a conſcience void of 
ence, toward God, and toward men #. 
his was what he fludy d, and what he endea- 
voured to be found pratiling very day a 
bis life. 

He, who when an open confeien of 
Chriſt, would bring along with it temporal 
inconveniencies, declines ſuch an hazardous 
' fervice; he who baulks this or rother ſcrip- 
ture doctrine, with a worldly view z- he who 
ſuffers ſuch, for whom he is more directly 
concerned,. to go on in dangerous errors, 
as tho unobſerved, when he is appriz d of 
the caſe; he who will ſuffer ſin upon his 
beſt friend, left he ſhould account him an 
enemy for telling him the truth: In ſhort, 


Ade xxiv. 16. 
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of the mmiſtry, 75 he. * 
has received from tho Lord Hat, 
howeverhigh he may ſtand in che 5: 
the world cannet 6h good gfbünds eh 
godly, ſincerity within his mera 

He who is nor in his family, in his cher 
in all his tran ſactions With the w As Well 
as the church, one who conducts Himſelf as 
in God's ſight; is but a hired” N25 ulehre ; 
beautiful to the eye, whilc there is. nothing 
but rotterineſs wii. 
So much for che ſecond propoſitih | We 
proceed to te e ee 


911 . 3.4 10 17 126; 101 82 4 14 21 115 


IIIa. It was Mig wir + Stirs: thus þrin- . 
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cipla, as I have deſcribed (our having this 


diſpoſition, and bent of mind) is pro 155 
within the cognizance of our own -confc 

ences. This Apoſtle obſerves in Nis Epiſtle 
to the Ran that the 3 
Heathens, had naturally à conviction of 
God's ſovereign empire, and that teaſonable 
creatures owed him obedience: that the law 
written on their hearts, ſhe wid them in ge- 
neral the difference between moral gobd 
and evil; ſo that they did either *approve 
or cenſure themſelves, as upon reflection it 
appeared, that they had conformed to, or 
deviated from, chis rule, and ſtandard of 


— I . % * 
2 Rom. ii. ig. — Hic nurus abenen⸗ go, N 
N cenſcire fili. Hor. n Oat en 


2s, diri conſcia facti 


Mens habet attonitos, & 1 verbert tit. Ju uv. Sat. BH 
AR: 1 15 


* 


7 a 
"> as Words are theſe, the Gentiles hich | 


POR 


have not the law, dv by nature the things 
cont arte" in the lau theſe having not 4 
law, are 4 la unto themſtives, -which ſhew 
the top of the 775 7 tron in their hearts, 
their conftience alſo witneſs, "and 
their thoughts 157 tie while either acru- 
„vr „fe — 8 P ©: "If 

: t 4s true, that t & grace of God makes 
us nete creatures; and tliat upon our being in 
Chriſt Peſts, old things are paſſed away : bur 
this does not ſuppoſe, that the natural 
er of conſcience is weaken d, any more than 
that we ceaſe to be men, upon our being 
Chriſtians. a | 

The clearer the light we enjoy, we may 
proceed with more exactneſs, and certain- 
ty, in judging ourſelves; and the difference 
is as conſiderable between the light of na- 
ture, and that of  reve/ation, as between 
the 'arlieft dawn, and the perfect day. 
God's people have in every age rejoyc d in 
a conſciouſneſs to their own integtity; 
which proves, that upon enquiry they knew 
how their affairs ſtood, God-ward : and we 
ſhould never have it urged as duty; to exa- 
Tine" and prove, in order to our know! 
our ſelves, if upon the moſt diligent ſearch, 
the thing was not poſſible. The heart is 
deceit ful, and may bring in a falſe verdict; 
but in ſuch a queſtion as this, whether the 
pon upon which IJ act, in what I have 

C 2 to 
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| 


to do with God or men, arc, ſemmd at myſc: 
gere, boneſt. or. hypocritical, the anſwer it 
within our, own power, the bent of our 


Mirit to direct conſcience to form: a juſt 


11 


minds being within our own view: 
ally remembring, that as to the man truly 
good this will hold, he has not only. a ſure 
re, n ze infallible one 4 patt of 
whoſe office it is to bear witneſs\with bis: 


e and then confirm its ſentence. 
Paul proſeſſes in the text, that he poke 
s heart, deliver d the deliberate ſenſe of 
an impartial and unprejudiced conſcience, 
when he aſſerted of his general converſati · 
on, and of his conduct to the Corimnt ian 


church in particular, that it had been in 2 


plictty, and godly ſmeerity. -. CN or uy Job} 

This leads on to the 

IV* and | propoſition ; that hes con- 
ſcience rightly informed, reports this to be 
our, true charactet, we ſhould look upon 
ic as an evidence of the grace Cad, and 
improve, it, to, our abundant rejoreing in 
him. Our rejoicing is this, the teſtimony 
of our conſcience, that .in 2 
ty. ſncerity, nat with fleſhly wif my 
the grace of Cod, we have bad eur 


ſation, in the world, ,.. 


A man, may be honeſt; in the common 
uſe. of the word; act up 10 the ordinary 
rules of equity, artet as theſe things 
are commonly conceived of, hate every 


thing 


lh fair, (wich we need not 
a particular virtue, but as ſig- 
euch; which attends all we have 
: with Cod, or men) is another thing 
this honeſty referr'd to: he, through 
the whole id 1 thete runs 
. ly. fncervity, muſt himſeif be a 
ge? ſon; one mag Foc God har ſpread 
rt, into uuboſs beart he has put his fear 
one who is under the conduct of tlie /pzrit 
who in the world, have ſuch cauſe o be 
lad, and rejoice in God, to ſay cm,! 
the Lord be magnified ? 
' Conſciouſneſs of ſincerity, ſhould rejoice 
the lrving ſaint with preſent comfort; and 
the. . one, yr the —_ of future 
ineſs i * 
- rf, Conſcicoce's bearidgwithels Ole 
cerity, ſhould 1; N man, the | 
faithful-miniſter * 3 
Under the afþ and calunnies of 
the world. Theſe have been the common 
lot of the righteous among others of their 
many troubles. The more uſeful any have 
deen, they have had them in greater vari. 
T and leſs eljgible for bind. Chriſt, and 
On hat meminife juvabits : his 
241 i 


— 


1 
8 TY 


(= . ſp 
his apoſtles were the ſubjects o many" 1 bien 
ter invectiye: they callud #he maſter of the 
houſe Belzebub, it deceiver; and repre-! 
ſented his followers as men not wort hy 

- ve. Satan rages moſt againſt the boſdeſt 
aſſailants of his kingdom: 1 as far as the 
fprrits or tongues. of. men are within reac 
of his power, who is Cod of this world; 
he will employ both to diſtreſs them. But 
what if ſuch a part of my behaviour be 
condemned as guileful management? anos 
ther made 5 of my want of woty 
rity 2 what, if I am called a-worl/dly man, 
for this? or for that, à man of 2 perſecu? 
ting ſpirit?: add to this, all the reproaches 
which the mind of man can invent: what 
is there in all this, while conſbien 


ce diſclaims 
the accuſation, and bears witneſs to my an 
rerity? that man ſees not, as God does, and 
his raſh-ſentence is wholly the effect of his 
not knowing me better? Paul reckon'd it 
a ſmall thing to be judg d of man's judg+ 
| ment l, yet histender mercies are many times 
erue{; andi we read of thoſe, 'who' refoyted 
in that they were counted worthy to 772 uffet 
ſhame, for Chriſt's name. Their "Mins aid 
not condemm them, tho the world did: they 
did. not ſiiſfer for evil doing, this they 
knew and it bore. up their ſpirits, that 
theſe were, to them but e Wen 
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which 


U 28: F! 
would; otherwiſe have bgcn gtvevoup 
Preſents! Dis e 0 Nori 4 ö 
o pains, ſickneſles, ox whatever other 
.. trouble you can ſuppoſe to attend 
our preſent ſtate of being, this teſtimonꝝ of 
F þ is antalys for every:ſore; Wen 
e Chriſtian) Lam wearing out daily, 
at areitheſe pains, compared with-a 
wounded Ipirit? bleſſed be God, tho there 
e HH tings wit hout, yet I have: peace with⸗ 
in that which is a continual feaſt, in pot 
7 a, friend. that ſtands. by me, bud 
I be deferred by the whole world. * 
.adly, Dying, theſe reports from an en- 
lghtened renewed conſcience | ſhould re- 
one us with the hopes of future «pproachs. 


glory. | 1391 
Dy do not [EY that our triumphs ſhould, 
be built upon a conſciouſneſs to our own 
integrity, as if that were our” juſtifying 
n before God: this would be 
fo glory in the fleſh. No man has a right 
eaven, who has not to preſent to God; 
the judge of all, a rightcouſneſs' which is 
proportioned to the demands of his law 
the moſt that we can, pretend to is ſinceri. 
ty; and beſi des th; t this is not of our 0wn 
growth, it is defective, and ſo unavailable 
if urged as the foundation of our claim: 
Chriſt has wrought out ſuch a righteouf- 
neſs, and none but he could; he imputes 
this too, that it may be pleaded by his py 


: e 
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pla; they .quieting 


ies, with a 


fun f 


FEM 


wake ment; 71155 4 hee oe Jos 
See bi 5 177 


F; "Pre china att Hors tenor 10 be tg 
nerd in,” 45 our juſtify ing 'righteouſhels, 
ich is putting it in Chril's ſicad) yer a0 

it is in . of our being thoſe whom 

ke: has from eternity choſen, 22 

tually called, juffiſy d, adopted, begun 


fenthify, uu e he her owed yoke 
| for ternal life as. his gift, it ſhould fil 
Eero the Line with Aron conſd- 


to af 5 ore 16 die; 
eo is the place defioned for ail the 
* and while we 1 5 the hand. writing 
on the wall, feel that both fe hh ana heart 
av failing us by degrees, a will it quiet 
our" fears, and keep our comforts alive, 
which all beſide is dying, to be able with 
good Hezekiah thus to reaſon with the 
Father of our ſpirits? I hbeſeech thee now, O 
Lord, remember how I have walked before 
(or fincere)'\heart, and. 
bave done what is good in thy fight . 
4. d. Thou Lord haſt told me, That joy is 


the righteous, e d a late for te 
ave reape 


in heart. 17 2 45 2 
Yy apes 


E iow e 
doft not 10 * N my co mforts 
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fervant, 2 9585 
4 „ 0 4 1 
2 i truſt, for PE hope is I thee 


7. * 


knoweft all Things. thou knowe[t Tf OR loud 
thee; that 


thy. 


heart” has been ſound 
ſftatutet; and my firſt cate to N 
approved with him, who fees i in ſecret, and 
does openiy reward: if integrity be a characy 
teriſtick of thoſe,” to whom it is the Father's 
good pleaſure to beſtow the ling dom L. dard 
to ſay, that many as mine imperfettic 
have been, thou haſt given me the grace _ 
ncerity: when I look back on paſt life, 
let this thought encourage me, and give a 
freſh flow to my pleaſures, when by Karle 
1 do enter within the Veil. 8 
It Was not peculiar to this good man, 
evening time to have ſuch Jighr.. God has 
often reſerved the beſt blellings for the 
laſt; and filled thoſe with joys in theit dy: 
ing moments, that have been unſpeakable 
and full of glory, who for the largeſt part 
of lite were under a cloud. He is a Sovereign. 
acts as ſuch; tis therefore rather an in: 
Nance of ſpecial favour, than of juſtice, 
thus to carr to heaven as it were in hi 
boſom : however, if we mark the perfect many. 
and behold the upright, generally ſpeaking, 
his" latter. end is Peace; and comfort in 
dying what ſuch experience, who have fin- 
arge. endeayour' d. while they liy'd, 70 /ve 
0 112 BoB! D to 
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ſaid, What miſtaken notions the 'werld 
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to the. Lord: They have trinmphed ove? 
death, as a vanquiſhod enemy; wood ap" rl 
praiſing. God for the victory giver "Mo 
rhro on. Lind Fein die, 3 
It now remains that we ſhut vp; this dif. 
courſe, Witie a ſuitable application. * - DEL 
- 1; You may ſee from what Has been 


uſually entertains of real religioh- N is 
judged to be a mopiſb melantholy thing, an 
enemy to all true 7%; . whereas Wifahm't 
ways are pleaſantneſs, ſuch habe peatt who 
love God's law, while there is nb peace ro 
the wicked. Theſe men call dathneſs light, 
and light darkneſ+, fo does the Gold of this 
world blind them. Indeed; religion does 


not countenance the frothy mirth, which 
is the Tanghter of afoot; yet it farnifhes 


out much more refined joys, than this 
world can give: all ſach can fet their ſeals 
to this, who have been fayour'd with the 
teſtimony of a good conſcience: ànd they 
have a right to be a this head, kn 
ſpeak by experience. The devil was à Hax, 
as well as murderer from the beginning, 
yet men will believe Him, againſt the Gb 
„truth; fall in with his il reports of 


che good wwhys bf God, tho at the peil f 


their foals. May he dh conuinees Vn, 
ſhew theſe their deluſtön: the cafe is the 
more moving, as it is common. How! fad, 
N to gibe plase ro be ge 


devil, as tocherith 
| thoughts 


5 


WIE 


thoughts moſt diſhonourable to gur Maker, 
and ruinous to Our ſelves !. e ire 
ay, We learn from this dacrine, that 
many do rejoyee, whom God calls.to {ament. 
O the number of formal prafeſſors, who 
take the ſhadow for- the ſubſtance And 
While ſtrangers to the. amp! icity, and fince- 
rity, which ars of God (the fruits of rege- 
neration, and evidences of adoption) and 
too much conducted in ;cycry- part of life, 
by Heſbly 7 7 do yet cry peace, thu there 
is no peace / their profeſſion is à ſnare to 
them; their hearing, ang pray ing (in both 
which thoſe may abound, who axe utter 
ſtrangers to religion) ſtrengthen the \miſtaks ; 
for tis natural to believe well of oux ſelyes : 
abe e ce eat hope, and make them- 
delves, cu in ſuch à condition, as 
would, fill them with terror, were it open 
to the view of an awakened mind. 
It's good to be jealous over our ſelves with 
4 godly jealouſy, leſt we ſhould think: awe 
are ſomething, when we are. nothing, and 
in an affair of the higheſt — = ge- 
cieuę our ſelves. Do ſome go on pleaſant- 
Iy, Who have no right to peace? it be- 
comes us then, frequently to put this chal- 
lenge to conſcience, what if I ſhould be one 
of thoſe who go on with à lie in their 
rigbt hand? and high as my character is, 
lively as my hopes, ſhould. prove 4 caſt a- 
way? there cannot be ſolid joy, when 
n D 2 upon 


| r 25 7 
upon ſuch enquiries; there is nt a 
agi anſwer. of a good conſrienes. 


'3dly, This doctrine as it "Warrants, fo it . - 


ſhould. exeite, and enlarge the joj, of every 
ſiucerely godly man. Many rejoice, who 
have ne right to joy, and there are ſome 
Who ought to be comfortcd, and yet go 
joyleſs: If you truly fear God, the more 
you know your ſelves, you will ſee the 
more, your. need of humility ;* but you 
will likewiſe ſee more clearly, the reaſon- 
ablene(s of your rejoicing with this rem. 
Bing. [1 obſery'd, that conſcience does not 
condemn every man, whom God will con- 
demn, (its applauſe often ariſes from the 
ignorance and partiality which ſtill prevail 
in us) but when upon an appeal to its 
judgment as an enlighten'd conſcience, it 
keſtifies to the #prightneſs of our walk with 
God, and men; that we deſire and endea- 
vour, to think and act in every capacity, 
and relation; as in the ſight of God, this 
is a ground of joy, and a fit motive, and 
roaſon for our abounding in it. God ex- 
pects of ſuch, that they ſhould refoice e- 
vermore: in the fre and the water, when 
' troubles are multiply'd;; in all the vici iſſitudes 
of this inconſtant changing ſtate, living and 
dying. That they ſhould go out of this 

world, up to heaven, with the voice of Joy: 


and for de ff there, they ſhall botally 
4thhy, 


and for cver, actiſed in both. 


* 


©45hh, How miſerable are their eireumt 
ſtances, who inſtead of making conſcience 
theit' friend, by an upright walk before Got 
n all his ordinances and commatiaments, at 
daily offering violence and outrage to it 


chooſe ured ras 
m them, 


on their ignorance, and periſhes upon the 
firſt cloſe and ſerious reflection. Are not 
the maxims of this world, thoſe by which 
moſt men form their managements? d 
not the moſt ſeek- their own things ? ſhift, 
and vere to take the advantage of every fa- 
vourable gale? are there not men vile e- 
nough, to proſtitute even religion, (that ſa- 
cred thing) to their ſecular intereſts? let 
them proſper as they deſire, 'we need not 
envy their proſperity, who have a worm at 
the bottom of every delightful goard, to 
cat away what is comfortable in it; we are 
leſs tempted to it when we think of heir 
latter end. What is a nan profited, ſhould 
he gain the world (its honours, pleaſures, 
profits) and Joſe his ſoul ? theſe will not a. 
pail in the day of wrath, a Ny Cs 
4+ 4 Pages to 18 1 39 a at 
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ah 
death will obe ſuch . Ny. 0 even Gale 
creature, 8 PS 
«tbly, It mould comfort us concerning | 
the death of our particular friends, that Ii 
ving and dying, they had this teftimony af 
their conſciences to be their rejoicing. This 
was true of your late excellent paſtor : he 
was an old" diſciple, had for many :ycars 
found, that. ſuch who watk uprightly, de 
walk furth and that the beſt way to be 
ted with alt joy, Was 0 keep a ge ctr 
ſcience. 

le gave a very early proof of the fem. 
Plicity, and /ancerity, which are ſo bright 3 
part in the moſt finiſhed characters; for in- 


ſtead of /ooking at things ſeen, and tempo 775 
Keb, | 


he ated counter to the dictates of 
Wiſdom, in Lis Firſt laying out his ſuns id 
Wo: 


The caſe was this : 40 
His father, defi 50 this jos, who vis 
the ber inning-of bis excel. and ſtrength, 
for he rosen of 15 K AW; accord- 
ingly he put him betimes under the care of 
Mr. Sing leton, of Clerkenwell Cloſc, a man 
of al derable figure for grammar learning. 
Having gone through with him, he was 
ſent to Oxford, to proſecute the neceſſary 
ſtudies there: but things not anſwering his 
expectation, the Tutor under whom he read 
being particularly diſagrecable to him, he 
Veen that he might be recalled, and was 
gratify d 


ue 1165 b We poor diſfentext. “ | 
Moped to 0 The he aſe JE: pub; 
= Sbtſhip he muſthear ache tld; N an 
att ndin 's ith miniſtry of Mr. hf 
e ate chutch, it ptesſed God to tõ 
8 15 with what tis kid, as to bring him 
under 8 2 and give ſuch a turn t 
his mind, that all yy thu hts 1. 852 th 
Iw Yihiſhed at TER * refolyed 6 
devote himſelf” to Gol in the Work of the 
12250 though bonds and im priftninent” might 
d it, His fatter oblerying ati iificom- 
mon concern of ſpirit in his ſon, and bein; 
Wlheel with the ſpring and rates 'of it, 
endeayoured by urging the difficulties, to 
which'the ſervice 155 bal choſen, muſt unas 
voidably expoſe him, to divert him from it. 
Fo all arguments: of this kind, ,our "fend 
IVA; 110 reſee theſe difcoutager ents, ac: 
| 7 ASP that the advantage to th 
world, does lie in the other ſcale, yet upon -£ 
os view of the cafe, Tfike to be 4 miniſter | 
ſus Chriſt ; and if 1 may be ſueceſsful 
10 hg one fad” to him, it will yield me 
ore fatisfaction than thou fands 1 gold an 
ver. His father, though it di appointed 


his Ugh, yickled' rs, the force of this rea · 


" This muſt RA been about 1681 or 1682 when Dr. 
241510 5 miſchief of ſeptation/o provoked the Papal fury. 
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the beſt way, as one Who had made 


E 
His next cate, was to diſpoſe of his ſc 49 8 


2 "2 
. - 


#y his fayoncite ſtudy : Providence diretted 
him to make choice of Mr. Charles Mor ton, 


at Newington-Green: a perſon who had for 


a conſiderable courſe of time, taught uni- 
verſity learning with applauſe. Our friend 
Earn this private aca- 

emy before he had compleated the ſicteenth 
year of his age. His choſen companions 


were the moſt ſolid and ſerious; ſuch who 


hat the beſt taſte of learning, and the greateſt 


emulation to excel: and as he came behind 


none of them in real piety, ſo among his 


contemporaries he had his ſhare of reputa- 


tion as a ſcholar. The troubles encrcas d; 
and ſuch ſeminaries for education in our 
way, were look d on with an evil eye: 
upon this, ſome young perſons engaged in 
the ſame ſtudies, and with the ſame view, 
propoſe Geneva as a place more favouring 
their deſigns: and the deceas d, wiſely: judg- 
ing ſuch a publick academy to promiſe grea- 


ter improvement, than could be had in this 


private ſchool, obtained leave of his father, 
to make one among theſe generous adven- 
turers. Here, they attended the lectures of 


the deſetvedly celebrated Dr. Francis Tur- 


retine. He had not been long at Geneva, 


« © * £ * - "NS. = i , 
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i Fil God ſufker d bim (the — to Hi 7 
for the work: of the miniſtty, to which he 
had called him) to be exerciſed. with great 
doubts, as to the ſtare of his ſoul ; his dark- 
neſs and fears grew upon him, his ſpiritual 
troubles ran ſo high, that he ſeemed to be 
not many removes from deſpair : but the 
clouds ſcatter'd by degrees; God bleſſing 
the converſation of Mr. Me Cr®, pio wien. 
tially here at this time, to the reſtoring him 
to a ſolid ſettled peace of mind: to the 
laſt, the name of this man Was eat 10 
him. 
Having ſpent ſome time at Gen he 
removed to the United Netherlands; and 
ſtudy'd at the Univerſity of Utrecht ; here 
the philoſophy profeſſor was the famqus 4 
Vries, and Witfius the profeſſor of divini- 
ry ; ; men who ſhone among the firſt lights, 
in their more private characters as Chriſti- 
ans, as, well as in the faculties Which they 
publickly profeſſed. Under the diſadvan- 
tage of ill health, he made a good profici- 
ency in uſeful learning: and it has been re- 
marked to his honour, by thoſe who knew 
him abroad, that the ſertouſneſs of his ſpi- 
rit was beyond what is ordinarily ſeen in 
ſuch a ſtage of life, and his abilieyii in; oy 
as extraordinary. 2% 
Think of this with pleaſure, 2 ag ſo asto 
have ever a grateful remembrance of your 
1: E late 
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late paſtor, he was. not a miniſter before he 
Was a Chriſtian : he had experienced the 
power of religion upon his own heart, and 
having himſelf b2lzeved, was the fitter to 
ſp*ak. God had done his part, to make 
him 4 ſeribe inſtructed for the kingdom of 
heaven: and the good which he did after- 
ward, is leſs to be wonder d at, ſince God 
was with him. 

_ Having gone through the neceſſary pre- 
paratory ſtudies, he return'd home not to 
loiter, but to work: and ſo skilful an hand 
might ſoon find employment enough in this 
great city. He had not preach'd long, till 
his fame was ſo noiſed abroad, as a ſolid, 

judicious, edifying miniſter, that the con- 
gregation under the care of the learned 
Mr. How, gave him an invitation to be an 
helper to him in the work of the goſpel: 

Tome who pleaſurably remember to this 
day. I have heard him ſpeak, of the unde- 
ſerved intereſt he had in the eſteem both of 
paſtor and people. His merit was truly great, 
vet ſuch was his modeſty. 

In ſome time after this, the eyes of the 
church to whom good Mr. Kentiſh had mi- 
niſter'd, were upon him; they with one 
conſent reſolved to call him to the paſtoral 
office among them, though not without 
fears as to the iſſue of the application : up- 


on 


w <4 - 


L 35 7] 
on their ſignifying their united deſire to 
kim, he dekefm ine ſo as he never could 
have done, had fleſbly wiſdom directed him. 
This church was (mall, ſixteen or ſeventeen 
members; wete the utmoſt of their ſtrength; 
the auditory was in proportion: the encou- 
ragement therefore could net to this think: 
ing man, be great things. He was then in 
a church of ptincipal note, had an. honour- 
able and flourifhing audience, was amidſt x 
number of hearty generous friends; that to 
an eye of ſenſe, it could not but appear, 
that he muſt be a loſer did he fall in with 
the propoſal. His father (Who was join'd 
at Mr. Hote's) hearing what! was offered; 
ſhew'd a ſtrong diſinclination to his embra 
eing it; ſome. of the firſt rank, and influ- 
ence, in that church, make ar kind- of re. 
monſtrante: they engag d to enlarge his 
income, -tho' it was already above what he 
had any rational proſpect of meeting with 
from the other: however, the caſe thus 
circumſtanced, he accepted their call; and 
ſaid, that chere was - ſo much of Odds 
hand, in the unanimity and affection ex 
preſſed by this people, that he would xake 
his lot with them, | and leave: events to 
God. if Mu z 443% JV 

How ſoon things * on:a better face, 
is within reach of ſome:of:your memories. 
* his miniſtry met with agceptation from 
0 E 2 his 


A 
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his ſetting out, he had this to /frenprhen, 
his heart and hands, that this did encreaſe 
daily. He ſhone more and more, and grea- 
ter were their numbers Who rejorced in thit 

light. The church ſo throve upon his ſettle- 
ment, (ſo great was the harveſt) that the 
next thought was, where they might get 
\ room for the people who offered themſelues 
 _ willingly. - God conducted them hither ; 
\ to this ſpot on which we are now worlhip- 
4 ping him: and that in ſo ſhort a compaſs of 
ney; there ſhould be found fo many, able, 

and diſpoſed, to build ſuch an houfe as this 
to the name of the Lord, ſhews: how God 

did: by him- make Vox to the hearts of his 

people. } 

"The caſe, thus view in- all- its ; circum) 

ſtances, ſeems to me to have been 4 token 

For good, that God intended to put much 
honour upon him: he certainly did, or you 

would not have the name, or place among 

the churches of Cheiſt in London, which 

you deſervedly have. 1 4 

l bat his derive; and. mam of con- 
verſation among you have been for more 

tlian thirty years, will not be eaſily forgot- 

ten: the tender care with which: he watch- 

ed over you ; the long-ſuffermg, with which 

he reproved,: and exhorted you; the meck- 

= and patience in which he was zn en- 

femple 1 to the Jocks 3 his fidelity, and dili- 
gence; 


4 


17 J 
gence; many arc the #e/frmonies: he had n 
jour canſciencet, of his being a veſſel of hox 
naur thus ſandtiſy d, unto te maſter c mſe. 
His name had 2 feet ſauaur in many of 
the churches of Chriſt, but the affection you 
ſhew'd to him as 2 ſpiritual father, Was 0 
an eſpecial manner his o. | 
From my firſt; being occaſi onally a 
he Was calld to preach, I regarded him as 
ane remarkably fitted toner the moſt 
valuable ends of the miniſtry; I mean, to 
ſtrike the conſciences of men, to perſuade 
them of the reality of religion, and make 
them ſerious, and in good earneſt about the 
ſalvation of their ſouls: but ſince the pro- 
vidence of God, found out a way to bring 
me into a nearer relation with him, and 
you, I had more opportunities for know. 
ing the temper of his mind, and his way of 
thinking in points of the greateſt moment; 
and could not but conclude (had I no other 
evidence) that the ſub/Zance of his ſermons 
was the generally acknowledged neceſſary | 
points of faith, and practice. 
Since that time, I have often heard Lick 
with pleaſure; and I believe, but few who 
attended him with unprejudiced minds, 
could ſay they went from his un un- 
_y Ah (np 
As his matter . was GGlid, well digeſted, 
apt to attain the great end of preaching, 


ſo 
Kh, 
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| fo it was far from loſing any 'thing by che; 


manner of his ern His thoughts were 
cloathed in a plain but manly diets; he a- 
voided the extremes of an #ncouth ru 
and a gaway eloquence; choſe words mods 
faitable to convey his ideas of the great 
things of God with a becoming force to 
the mind: and the awe he appeared to be 
under, as in the divine preſence, was not 
a ſmall beauty, or but little. i Ne 15 
* miniſtrations. 

. His Seal, and ſteadineſsare all known) 
He would give up nothing which he judged 
to be a truth, either to make, or keep a2 
friend; but the Higher the place which that 
truth had in the ſcheme of his faith, the 
greater the influence which the belief of it 
had upon the practice of à Chriſtian, the 
more earneſtly did he contend for it. The 
doctrine of the ever bleſſed Trinity, in par- 
ticular, the true eternal Godhead of the 
SON, and SPIRIT, he look d upon as 
the ſubſtratum of Chriſtianity : our hopes 
and happineſs depending upon. A 8 
belief of this doctrine. 

He was the laſt of the four Sante, mi- 


niſters, who (before our unhappy differen- 
ces, Which have impaired our beauty, and 


weakned our ſtrength in the way) publiſhed 


a een intitld, The ener my ſos Tri- 


nity 


1 

nity ſtated and defendede. Some time after; 
he believed; himſelf called- to own this 
doctrine by ſubſcription, he moſt freely ſub> 
ſcribd it: continuing to the laſt, to preach 
the doctrine which he had thus owned, to 
maintain it againſt ſuch as would ran, 
men off, in this point, to another goſpel: 
he died in the faith, he had lived in, and 
had pleaſure in a review of his having (as 
he phraſed it) thus born his teſtimony. + 

cannot but remember, that When he 
had met with ſome difficulties; which he 
had no reaſon to expect, (not very long 


ſince) ſaw his way on a ſudden hedged up, 


conſulting with me, (ſuch was his conde- 
ſcenſion) he ſaid, © Help me, dear brother, 
cc to ſee my way, I am at a loſs to know 
« what is my duty, if I can but ſee my 
ce 98 plain, by the grace of God I will 
< get ovet every diſcouragement, 200 

This was another inſtance of his god, 
Iy fimcerity: 1 may add of his Hhumility 
too. 

As to this part of his character, I can ſay 
with truth, I never yet knew that miniſter 
whom the world ſo highly valued, and yet 
thought ſo meanly of himſelf. His ſermons, © 
which ſhew'd him to be 4 workman who 
needed not to be aſhamed, were poor things, 
in his account of them: and tho he was 
mighty 


e In the year 1719. 
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mighty in pruyer, yet he lived under à pre- 
vailing ſenſe! of his weakneſs in that parti- 
cular duty. In a t, which he made, ſince 


you were pleaſed to invite me among you, 


there are theſe words, which ſupport this 


branch of his character, „ If Mr. Hood 
« ſhall conſent to preach a ſermon on the 
e occaſion of my death, and ſhall think fit 
e to. ſay any thing of me therein, let it be 
« no more than * that the not being 
able to do more good, was the greateſt 
« burthen which attended me throughout 


n my whole life: and the incomprehenſi- 


te ble infinite mercy of God thro” the Lord 
«« Jeſus Chriſt is mine only refuge, my chief 
ec ſupport under the proſpect of death. 
I was not thus tied up when the time of 
his departure was at hand ; and have rea- 
ſon to think, that it was with an eye to 
God's glory, and not to the praiſe of men, 
that I was releaſed from this reſtraint, 
It maſt be ſaid of him that he was a pru- 
dent, as well as zealous, affectionate, faith- 
ful miniſter, one who knew men, and un- 
derſtood the world, as well as moſt men of 
his ſtation in it: had it been otherwiſe, he 
could not have left us in ſo full reputation 
as he did; lived ſo beloved, or died ſo ſin⸗ 
cerely, and generally lamented. | 
His conſtitution had been breaking for 
ſome years; his conſtant /abours among you, 
251 dt and 


iT 22 15 
and ao (for he Was Eelkarb- in ma- 
ny of the moſt conſiderable pulpits, i or 
about London, and was fer bent in ſpirit 
ferving"t he Lora) gradually waſted the lamp 
of life, 1 believe that the untinaneſſen he 
met With from ſome who ought to have 
treated kim with honour, did more thin 
little injiigy-his way: tho What was ift 
powet to do, by tie moſt algen ple er. 
Fiche of Reads y friendſhip, he Cue | 
F "acknowledged 10 met with from 'you 

ws lighten tue Purthen: Add e thefe; his 
publick eurer, his" many correſpondenees, 
the frequetit, ferurns öf zcute pam: theſe 
Prestend te Lad, and at length, nature 
ſunk under it? The earthly Ponſe, whoſe 
Fondation Was in the duſt, cor a0 longer 
Hold ot agafpſt the ſtorms uc floods; But 
ab to his better part, 57 latter Pd was pro. 
Ferable to 576 Beginning,” bod 10 
le had 7% dbſire of his heart's ven him, 
in theſe two things, about "which by Was 
ſolicitous . 

He had often begged of God, that he 
would: not punifh him, by Kiffering him 
to out. live his uſe Aubieſs ; vou well 8 
that his prayer u s heard in this: for the 
lalt day of his Hpcttiig? among you, it was 
fernarked, that he had never been more 
Hvely, affe&ionate, enlarged, and edifying, 
khan on that day at the Lord's table: as if 
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his maſtet had r 42 
Ae he. VN drink 1 
aer de weder 1 ave KL 's 
he other. — 2 deſires, Jin which, it 
Ned, God. 40 gtatify him, w 75 that he 
might not by, dying in the diſhonour 
Crit or ſtumble, his people: 28 to, this, 
he had what, Hs 55 d. 1, havc,often been 
Ss $9 MEER 9 an, Gods pech, in their 
hours, haue 5 n ere chan n 
95 oe 76 by bye . ee 
Have een e af hou 97 705 
ous preſence, 0 much. of 2” 4 15 
a gt . 1 e BAY AS, FPur 
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we meet where we alt pics ne 


vel more be fad. Quickly aſter he 
laid, « O the joys I feel! my heayenly Fa- 

« ther'is carrying nie to heaven in his atms: 
Lam going thither bn a hed of roſes." 1 
« feared, this hout, leſt my pains ſhould 
<« extort an impatient word, or cauſe' that L 
« ſhould ſeem to be uneaſy under his hand; 


* have often wiſhed to die praiſmg God, 


ee how kind is he who gives me leave ſo 
e to do? Truſt y God, he will not fail 
« thoſe Who put their truſt in him. O the 
ce comforts 1 feel! what bleſſed company 
e ſhall I be ſoon in? what a mercy to be 
te taken hence amidſt my ep 
ee friends? 

Having bleſſed oarticuliily, the branches 
of his family, he ordered one who was pre- 
ſent, to tell you as opportunity offered, 
ee that your dying miniſter ſent his love 
ce and thanks to you for your kindneſſes to 
« him: tell them (ſaid he) that I ſend them 
« my dying bleſſing; and if I were in the 
« pulpit, and all my people about me, I 
e would as far as a miniſter of Jeſus Chriſt 
te can do it, bleſs them in the name of my 

great Lord.” When he was cautioned 
* — ſpeaking too much, as what did ſen< 
ſibly weaken him, in his low condition, 
he reply'd, © I have ſerved my Lord living. 


and I am now doing it ing. No cloud 
F 2 ſullied 
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of th ;ens t to dle ku, 
te en 1 of this righteous man. - WG Heaca, 
55 iſhed his courſe with %. „ 
5% dead, he.yet ſpegks Fo a calls you 
to remember him, who. for ſa, many, years 
had. the rule of you, and ſpale t0,y0k. the 
word of God, that you ſhould follow. = faith, 
his ſimplicity, and fencerity, conſidering t the end 
of his converſation... It is a lols to us, When 
any uſeful godly; man is removed by death 
out of a world in which ſuch are more 
needed every day; but when a miniſter, is 
called hence, ſo well furniſhed, | ſo uncom- 
monly owned, and honourcd of "God, one 
ſo faithful, prudent, active, ſteady; when 
ſuch ſtrokes are repeated, and ſuch to whom 
theſe. characters are applicable, taken away 
las it were) in company; ſure I am that "5 
ſhould /ay this to heart. May the ſhepher 
of the ſheep, who knows how to, have .com- 
paſſion, pity you. May the Lord of the harveſt 
from whom every faithful labourer has his 
commiſſion, provide for you. . The reſidue 
of the ſpirit is with him. Tho miniſters 
die, yet the head of the church {zves. for 
evermpre : to him let pour eyes be lifted up. 
Adore the hand that ſmites you, yet plead 
with God his name, his cauſe, his covenant : 
a praying people arc in the way of their aus 
ty, and in the way of the bleſſing. You 
muſt die as well as your miniſters; way: 
| ore 
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lou yon hear, if von would ging an four "0 
SORE; with Ohta ona nl ilgimans. - - 

But What ſhall! I ſay ton diſcun folate; 
widow, and two fatherleſ$chikdrea?:othe: 
firſt, bereaved! of a moſt] uſeſul aninzſter. ont 
Chriſtian friend, a tendeti and affectionate! 
husband? the latter, of a skilful faithful 
monitor, a dear indulgent parent? let the 
widow, and fatherleſs truſt in God. May 
it alleviate your grief to think that one lovd 
ſo well, is beyond all the inconveniencies 
of an imbodied ſtate; let it raiſe your joy, 
to remember, that he is now glorified. Let 
his holy example excite a becoming emula- 
tion, that the ſame world may receive you, 
into which he is entered. May the Lord 
encreaſe your faith in this particular, that 
the many prayers which have been ſent up 
to heaven for you, . ſhall in the moſt Prager 

- way, and time, 'be\anſwered: 

I am ſenſible that I have been ſo long, 7 
as that ſome may judge me tedious, May 
he who only feaches to profit, make theſe Y 
impreſſions on the minds of all in this 
crouded aſſembly, that they who are ſtran- 
gers to God, may go away with an honou- 
rable opinion of a religious life, bent for 
earneſt prayer to him, that by his grace ne 
would guide them into the path of truth; 
that living the life of the righteous, their end 
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